RESULTS OF A  "NIGHT OUT"           75

body. The three first days, my old friend Dr. Nugent,
and Mr. Samuel Hayes, an eminent surgeon, were much
alarmed, telling my father I was in imminent danger, a
strong fever having come on, and from some symptoms
they apprehended serious internal injury. Youth how-
ever, and a naturally good constitution, befriended me.
I got better in a week, and on the tenth day was allowed to
rise for an hour, but more than three weeks elapsed ere I
left my chamber.

At the Red House I became acquainted with Mr. Symonds,
as worthy and truly honest a man as ever lived. He was
a great politician and patriot, not according to the modern
acceptation of that term, but from sheer principle. He was
a Liveryman of London, in executing the duties of which
station his sole object was the advantage and well doing of
his native land, nor was he ever known to give his aid or
influence to mere party measures} or to censure or find fault
with Ministers, only because they were in office. This truly
respectable gentleman continued to carry on the business
of a wholesale stationer in which he had succeeded his
father, in a large mansion close to the East India house in
Leadenhall Street, serving that Company, the Bank of
England, and other public bodies, and this notwithstanding
he possessed an ample fortune, which fortune shortly after
my acquaintance with him commenced was materially
increased by the death of a relation, who left him an estate
of upwards of two thousand pounds per annum, in conse-
quence of which he took the name of Smith. He had a
noble house upon the border of the river, a little above the
town of Battersea, where he lived in the true style of old
English hospitality in the midst of a happy family con-
sisting of a wife, one son, and one daughter, entertaining
his numerous friends with a warmth and cordiality that
never was exceeded, seldom equalled. After a liberal
quantity of the best port and madeira, which followed an
excellent dinner, himself and guests adjourned to the
billiard table, or Bowling Green, according to weather, or the
season of the year. From either of those amusements they